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COLLECTIVE NOTE: We got a call from one of 

our subscribers the other day 0 He said he had 
just heard of our demises' and wanted to offer 
his condolences o It came as quite .a shock to 
us, as no one had told us we were deads, and in 
fact we were- pretty sure we were alive and 
kicking . Especially since we were in the 
middle of producing Packet #1008. 

We are still trying to track down the 
source, of this malicious rumor 3 and would 
appreciate the help of any other subscribers 
or friends o If you should hear that LNS has 
folded, let us know who ' told you, and where 
that person heard it, and so on. 

The truth is •that we are, as always , poor 
and struggling, , in pretty much the same boat 
as we suspect you, our readers are in. But 
we are a long way from going under » And we 
find ourselves just • a ' little ’bit flattered 
that someone thinks we are important enough 
to become a target: 0 


(REAGANOMICS — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 

move right or left,” says Tabb. "It 1 s Igfping. to be 
a question of whether the left can build an analysis, 
am interpretation of what’s going on that is convin^ 
cing to American working people . " 
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GOVERNMENT /KU KLUX KLAN 

PEOPLE'S COUNTERr INAUGURAL MOBILIZES 
TO GREET REAGAN AND THE KLAN 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Inauguration Day, January 20, 
Washington, D.C. Ronald Reagan and his entourage 
will be there, decked out in morning suits . The 
Ku Klux Klan will also be there, Klan leaders prom- 
ise, dressed in robes and determined to march in 
the Inaugural Parade of the man they backed for 
president. And there in Washington also, presenting 
a challenge to both Reagan and the Klan, will be 
several thousand demonstrators mobilized by the 
People’s Counter-Inaugural Committee. 

"Things are really snowballing," commented 
Rene Dubose, national coordinator for the Counter- 
Inaugural. Just two weeks before Ronald Reagan was 
due to take the oath of office, the committee had 
obtained an official permit for its march and rally 
and endorsements were pouring' into the Washington 
office. Local coalitions in more than a dozen 
cities across the country were organizing people 
to march in support of three demands — "Stop 
Klan/Nazi violence," "End government complicity- 
in fascist attacks," and "Defend human rights at 
home and abroad." 

"It's really broadened out," Dubose told LNS, 
listing some of the latest organizations to add 
their names to the call for a response in the 
streets to the inauguration of Reagan and the 
presence of the Klan. "We wanted to bring together 
groups that have been organizing but have not been 
working together — gays and feminists, anti-nuke 
groups and anti-racist organizations." Reports 
from around the country indicate that at least 
some, of that is happening. 

At a Counter-Inaugural Coalition meeting on 
January 5 in New York, representatives of more 
than 20 diverse organizations heard nuclear physi- 
cist and anti-nuclear activist Michio Kaku size up 
the "tremendous feeling of unity" evidenced by 
endorsements from "something on the order of 150 
organizations around the. country." 

"Even though people have differences Kaku 
emphasized, "they, realize they won't resolve them 
all within this coalition. So they're concentrat- 
ing on the work that has to be done to show Ronald 
Reagan the power of what people can do when we 
mobilize together." 

Counter- inaugural organizers hope that that 
power will be measured in chants heard 'round the 
world when the march culminates in a rally behind 
the White House. With luck, good planning and 
synchronized watches, the rally will arrive at the 
back door of the White House at about the same 
time Reagan officially becomes president around 
in front of the building where he will live for 
the next four years. 

Organizers don't expect a massive turnout 
on a mid-winter weekday in Washington. Dubose 
talked about a "minimum target" of 5,000. But 
they do expect those few thousand to represent a 
wide array of groups and interests, as indicated 
by the difficulties Dale Sampson of the Communist 
Workers Party (CWP) acknowledged in trying to 
compress speakers from more than a dozen areas 
of organizing into a tight cold-weather schedule. 
"We're putting together speakers from the anti- 
nuke movement, women's struggles, anti-Klan, 
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anti-fascist, Blacks, .trade unions, gay and lesbian, 
Jewish, Hispanics , students, international solidarity, 
Native Americans, health, legal, cultural groups," 
Sampson reported to the New York meeting. 

Sampson's husband was one of five CWP members 
murdered by Klan/Nazi gunmen at an anti-racist rally 
in Greensboro, North Carolina on November 3, 1979. 

The Greensboro murders and the subseqyent acquittal 
by an all-white jury of six of the Kla.n/Nazi killers 
were cited by organizers around the country as 
events that spurred interest in the Counter-Inaugural. 

"Greensboro really created the. first networks 
of a national movement," Jim McNamara of Those United 
to Fight Fascism (TUFF) in Columbus, Ohio told LNS. 
"Then Reagan got elected and that pushed it ahead 
even further. We're definitely finding people very 
much more interested in what we’re talking about." 

McNamara said the heightened interest could be 
seen in TUFF's own well-attended meetings, which 
bring together activists from many different organi- 
zations and movements. TUFF representatives who 
recently traveled to Minneapolis for a packed weekend 
of meetings , radio appearances and newspaper inter- 
views encountered equally lively interest, including 
a Saturday night turnout of over 200 people who paid 
for tickets to hear a 'TUFF presentation. 

TUFF doesn't expect to bring large numbers of 
demonstrators to Washington either, although two car 
caravans will be leaving from Columbus. But McNamara 
emphasizes that organizing for the march has already 
been highly successful in reaching out to groups 
and individuals around Ohio. 

The same point was stressed by Glenda Jo Orell 
of the Movement Against Racism and the Klan (MARK) 
in Birmingham, Alabama. "It's really been useful," 
Orel! told LNS. "The main thing is that people who 
have never been involved, before have come into the 
committee. Even people in my family, some of my 
cousins and so on, people who have never been politi- 
cally active, recognize that this is a real war- 
mongering administration. : Reagan has really come 
out with things that make it clear he is not for the 
working people. And people seem to be waking up. 

Young people see they're the ones who are going to 
have to go fight for the oil companies. And they're 
not going to go." 

From their vantage point in Birmingham, MARK 
hjas been keeping an eye on Klan organizing for the. 
Inauguration. "They're definitely going to be there," 
Orell reported. "All through the election they 
campaigned vigorously for Reagan and (Klan leader 
Bill) Wilkinson said the Republican platform could 
have been written by the Klan. The latest Issue of 
Wilkinson's newspaper. The Klansman , had a big article 
on Reagan calling for everyone to go." 

Like TUFF in Columbus, MARK doesn't expect, to 
bring masses of anti-Klan demonstrators to Washington. 
"But we shouldn't think of this as a one-shot deal," 
Orell cautioned. "We're looking for people to help 
over the long haul." Or as Alan Schulman of the New 
York Anti-Klan Network put: it: "Our sense, is that, 

we are really at the beginning of a new time. And 
we don't even know what the potential is until we 
reach out to every corner of the city, giving people 
a. center around which they can start organizing ... 
coalitions that are anti-racist 9 anti-sexist and 
anti-homophobic o What we are . doing is trying to 
start building a united front <>" 

-30- ' 

(#1008) January 9 3 1981 more.o. 





MULTINATIONALS PUSH BANNED PESTICIDES TO 
THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 


by Liberation News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Eight hundred million pounds 
of pesticides pour into Third World countries each 
year 0 This is 20 percent of the total annual pesti- 
cide production of the industrialized nations . The 
United States contributes 600 million pounds to 
these yearly pesticide exports of which 150-200 
million pounds are pesticides that are either banned 
or not registered for use in the U.S. 


Export of these dangerous pesticides is only 
one link in a chain of poison that disables U.S. 
workers in the. manufacturing plants , poisons Third 
World workers and their environments and returns 
to the UoSo in Imported food. 


Official estimates indicate that approximately 
10 percent of the food imported by the UoSo contains 
Illegal levels of pesticides. But even the 10 per- 
cent figure is deceptive because the Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) pesticide surveillance Index 
excludes 70 percent of the approximately 900 food 
tolerances set for cancer-causing pesticides. 


The sheer size of the problem Is considerable 
and has been Increasing astronomically in the last 
decade o The Industrialized countries now produce 
more than one pound of pesticides each year for 
every person In the world. The United States alone 
has doubled the amount of pesticides it exports in 
the last 15 years. 


In the developing countries even ’’safe” pesti- 
cides become, dangerous when used by uneducated 
workers under poor working conditions and with few 
regulations 'to protect them. Someone in the devel- 
oping countries Is poisoned by pesticides every 
minute, according to the World Health Organization. 
That’s 500,000 pesticide pqisonings a year, about 
5,000 of them fatal.. Pesticide poisonings of farm- 
workers have become a major health problem among 
the rural poor' in many developing countries . 


Despite such reports, dangerous pesticides flow- 
ing into Third World countries account for an ever- 
increasing share of pesticide production and profits. 
The General Accounting Office (GAO) predicts that 
during the decade ending in 1984, for example, pesti- . 
cide use In Africa will .more than quintuple. 

Massive advertising campaigns by multinational 
pesticide corporations aimed at Third World countries 
insure this prediction. In the United States, a 
dozen multinational corporations, witlp. major sales 
in oil, petrochemicals, drugs, mining and plastics, 
dominate the $7 billion a year pesticide market. 

These corporations manufacture the pesticides in the 
U.S., while their subsidiaries In developing countries 
take charge of importing and distributing them' 
around the world. 

Velsicol — the same company that sold Leptophos 
to Egypt — 1 is Involved in Importing pesticides 
that are banned or, heavily . restricted in the U.S. 
into Ecuador through its subsidiary tfiere . Along 
with Shell, Bayer, American Cyanamid, Hercules and 
Monsanto — multinationals with subsidiaries also 
located in Ecuador — Velsicol Imports aldrin, diel- 
drin, endrin, heptachlor, kepone, mirex and toxaphene . 
In Costa Rica, Ortho is the main importer of eight 
U.S.-banned or restricted pesticides: parathion, DDT, 
aldrin, dieldrin, heptachlor, chlordape, endrin 
and BHC. Ortho i is a subsidiary of Standard Oil of 
California. In the Philippines, Bayer imports 
methyl paration, Pfizer imports maiathion, and Castle 
& Cook (the giant food conglomerate with the Dole 
Pineapple brand name) imports the banned DBCP for 
its banana and pineapple crops. 

HUMANITARIAN AID ... FOR LUXURY EXPORT CROPS 

Executives of the Velsicol company have defended 
their policy of selling Phosvel to Third World coun- 
tries after it was banned in the U.S. by claiming 
that it helps to feed the world’s hungry. Other 
pesticide producers make similar humanitarian claims. 
But In fact, over ‘half — and in some cases up to 
70 percent — of these pesticides are applied to 
luxury export crops . 


HARVEST OF DEATH, HARVEST OF PROFITS 

The extent of the human suffering and’ environ- 
mental damage- from banned and restricted pesticides 
in Third World countries cannot be fully ’ documented . 
Only occasional massive Incidents attract inter- 
national attention. 

In December 1976, for example, the Washington 
Post reported that the pesticide Leptophos had 
caused the deaths of a number of farmers in ’Egypt, 
illnesses in rural, villages and the deaths of 1,000 
water buffalo. After the Egyptian poisonings, and 
despite a prior accumulation of data indicating 
that the pesticide caused : ;S:evale : ":herve damage, the 
Velsicol corporation continued to market Leptophos 
abroad for use on grain and vegetable crops. As 
early as 1972, workers manufacturing Leptophos at 
a Velsicol plant in Texas had become severely 111. 
"My spine is deteriorating,- It is dissolving , ,f one 
worker told a House subcommittee in 1978. 

Other Incidents of pesticide poisonings that 
resulted in sonje fatalities were reported in Iraq 
in 1.972 where $500 people were poisoned with methyl- 
mercury pesticide; in Pakistan in 1976 where 2900 
people were poisoned by maiathion; and in Sri Lanka, 
Nicaragua, Indonesia, Malaysia and El Salvador. 


The huge coconut, coffee, sugar and rubber 
plantations in Indonesia, which grow their crops 
exclusively for export, use 20 times the pesticides 
used by small, local consumption farms. And the. 
small farms involve seven times the acreage of the 
large plantations. 

Cotton, one of the biggest pesticide users , is 
a main export crop for Central America. One-fifth 
of all the deadly parathion produced in the world 
is used on the cotton crop In El Salvador. Twenty- 
four hundred pounds of the pesticide is applied to 
every square mile of cotton every year. Cotton is 
a main component of the processed cattle feed used 
to fatten Latin American beef for export. Approxi- 
mately half of that beef is shipped to the U . S . 
and Europe.. 

The herbicides 2, 4,5-T and 2 , 4-D , components 
of the Infamous Agent Orange deployed by the U . S . 
military In Indochina, are used to clear. forest land 
for grazing for the beef industry. These herbicides 
leave residues of dioxin in the soil and water. 
Dioxin is the deadly chemical implicated in birth 
defects and miscarriages in humans after massive 
spraying of Agent Orange in Viet Nam, Laos and 
Kampuchea. All beef imports from Mexico, El Salva- 
dor and Guatemala have now been halted by the U.S. 
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dangerous levels of pesticide residues 0 

The UoSo State Department 9 thr^u^h its Agency 
for International Development ( AID 1 * ,^§yed a 

significant role in the promotion oi: tanned pesti- • 
cides for Third World use. AID programs have pro- 
vided assistance loans specifically designated for 
the purchase of such toxic pesticides as DDT, ....... 

aldrin, and dieidrin,. In fiscal year 1974, for 
example, AID provided, more than $13 million for the 
procurement and use of pesticides in a number of 
countries, including Brazil, Cambodia, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, South 
Vietnam and Tanzania 0 This included loans or grants 
for more than $1 million for DDT and more than $4 
million for othcer pesticides including aldrin and 
dieldri.no • 

AID was sued in 1975 by the Environmental 
Defense Fund, the National Audubon Society, the 
Natural Resources Defense Council and the Sierra 
Club for violation of the law requiring environ- 
mental impact statements on aid designated for 
pesticide purchase 0 And it was only in 1979 that 
the State Department took a public position of 
cooperation with restrictions placed by Congress on 
the export of banned pesticides. 

The extent of the cooperation remains to be 
seen, however^ Up until now, the State Department 
has, by willful intent, inefficiency or both, failed 
to transmit Environmental Protection Agency notices 
on banned and suspended pesticides to countries’ 
importing those pesticides * It is required to do 
so by export restrictions placed by Congress on 
banned or restricted U»So products,, 

IN SEARCH OF THE PERFECT BANANA 

By far the most significant contributors to the 
dumping of banned pesticides in Third World countries 
however, &re multinational corporations . In addi- 
tion to massive advertising campaigns promoting 
pesticide use and their . network of subsidikry 
importers in the Third World, these multinational 
corporations also control the Third World production 
and marketing of luxury food crops for export. They 
demand a blemish-free product to ship to Japanese, 
American and European markets — and this means 
heavy pesticide and fungicide use. Nothing less 
than perfect, unblemished food will be bought by 
the discriminating consumer they claim. "The Japs 
eat with their eyes," is how the manager of a 
Philippine banana plantation explained it’ to The 
Nation. In the UiS*, too, it is qs^xmated that 10 
to 20 percent of insecticides used on fruits and 
vegetables serve only to improve their appearance . 

Due to the threat of revolution, however, multi- 
nationals ‘have become leery of owning land in Third 
World countries o Instead, they have turned to Icon- 
tract farming in which they contract with large, 
local landowners to produce crops for export to the 
industrialized countries. Del Monte, Castle & Cook 
and United Brands have all adopted this type of 
product ion o 

The contracts give the corporations iron-clad 
control of the local j landowner ' s operation,, . They 
specify not only the amount of crop to be produced 
but also the amount of fertilizers and pesticides 
to be used. The corporation deducts money from the 
grower's earnings to pay for pesticides and irriga- 
tion and many growers are deeply in debt to the ■ 

pesticide companies (many of which turn out to be 
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subsidiaries of the corporations holdipg contracts on 
the growers' land). 

Before late 1960, for example, southern Mindanao 
in the Philippines consisted of small farms growing 
rice and coconuts o A mixture of small farmers and 
tenant farmers lived on and farmed the rich coastal 
plains. Then the multinational corporations moved 
into, the area, buying up contracts jwdtn. local business- 
men to' produce bananas , for the Japapesp market. Today, 
21 huge plantations cover 57,000 acres. Small farmers 
have been pushed off the land. 

Pesticides are applied at threp ppints in the 
production cycle 0 Each banana tree is sprayed by 
workers who have no protection agaipst the pesticide 
they carry in tanks strapped to their j^acks . Planes 
also spray the pesticides, passing over the fields 
twice a month and blanketing everything, including 
the drinking water supply. A group of Castle & Cook 
workers recently petitioned the company to stop heavy 
spraying. Due to dangerously low levels of oxygen 
in their bipod, the workers have become highly suscep- 
tible to disease. 


Women who work in the packing sheds use ungloved 
hands to dump the bananas into troqghs! of water to 
wash off the pesticides. "What botjhers me most," 
says Father Jerome McKenna, a IT. So missionary who 
worked in the area, "is that these peohle have very 
little protection from the chemicals tpey come in 
contact with. The women have their hapds in the 
water up to their elbows all day Ipng. They don't 
wear an}? gloves. Their only proteqtiop is plastic- 
type aprons they fashion for themsplves." 


The final procedure that the womep perform in- 
volves spraying each bunch of banapas with a fungicide 
before shipping . . • 

With such heavy pesticide exposure, it is not 
surprising that the local hospital reports many cases 
of pesticide poisoning. The hospital run by Castle 
& Cook, on the other hand, reports none. 


WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND 

At this point, then, the wheel turns full circle, 
with the import of contaminated foods into the UoS. 

The agency responsible for protecting the American 
consumer from illegal residues of pesticides in ,. 
food is the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) . The 
General Accounting Office has criticized the FDA 
for an inadequate monitoring program for food imports. 
The FDA currently samples only abput 3 percent of 
imported foods. While tests are $till being con- 
ducted to determine pesticide levqls, the food sampled 
is usually allowed to proceed to market on the grounds 
that it is perishable. Even when the food is con- 
taminated with illegal residues, it is rarely recalled. 


By its own admission before a House subcommittee 
in 1980, the FDA allowed one-half of the shipments 
of food determined to contain "actionable residues" 
to remain on the market. Peppers that were sent to 
the market while samples were still being tested were 
found to have 29 times the legal allowable limit of 
pesticide residues. 

Half of all the imported green coffee beans 
contain levels of pesticides that are banned in the* 
UoS. And 14 percent of all U.S. beef is contaminated 
with illegal pesticides, with imports pakin^ a signi- 
ficant contribution, says the GAO. 

In addition, the FDA often finds "mystery chemi- 
cals" in foods that it simply capnot identify. Thes e 
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are believed by experts to come from thes millions 
of pounds of unregistered chemicals that the EPA 
must, by law, allow companies to ship under a ’’trade 
secrets” provision,, In the 1 i|ti t of the preceding 
information one can easily understand why experts 
believe that a 10 percent contamination estimate 
for imported foods is only the tip of the iceberge 

And further regulations requiring Third World 
countries to acknowledge 'in writing that they want 
to buy dangerous pesticides are a blind alley. The 
cycling of poisons from the industrial countries to 
the developing countries and back agaiftg, can, only be 
stopped at the source . A pesticide that" is' too 
dangerous to use in the U.S. is certainly too 
dangerous to use anywhere else 0 Moreover, it is in 
all probability too hazardous for workers to be 
manufacturing or using it. 0 These are the realities 
that further legislation- must address 0 
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(Much of the information in this article is taken 
from ’’The Circle of Poison” by Mark Shapiro and 
David Weir, which appeared in The Nation , November 
15, 1980 o ) 


STUDENTS /CIA 

CAMPUS ACTIVISTS CANCEL CIA RECRUITING 
AT PHILADELPHIA’S TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 

by Daniel Tsang 
Liberation News Service 

PHILADELPHIA (LNS) — A handful of campus 
activists have forced the Central Intelligence 
Agency to abandon its scheduled appearance on the 
Temple University campus to interview students to 
become CIA agents. Covert Action Research at Temple 
(CARAT), a campus organization formed as a direct 
result of a visit last April by the editors of 
CovertjAction Information Bulletin to the north 
Philadelphia campus, distributed an anti-CIA leaflet 
in early December, and as a result, the CIA cancelled 
all interviews with students on campus . 

CARAT’s leaflet blasted the CIA for it's viola- 
tion of human rights the world over, and called for 
the banning of it's recruiters from the campus . It 
also called for the university administration to 
open the books on all Its ties with the agency,, 

CARAT noted that a Temple alumnus, Philip 
Cherry, had been Identified by, Louis Wolf, co-editor 
of CovertActi on, 'as the CIA’s station chief '.in 
Lagos, Nigeria, after a similar posting, in Dacc^i, 
Bangladesh, where he was instrumental in the over- 
throw of All Bhutto o CARAT asked: ”Is this what 
Temple has to offer the world. Is this the kind 
of job we want our graduates to have?”. 

At least six students had already signed up 
for interviews with the CIA’s Philadelphia recruiter, 
Dr. Elissa R„ Allen, before the CIA was forced off 
campus o Three were about to receive Masters in 
Business Administration degreS;^ : Sharon Kelly, ’ 
Robert DiVito and Nancy West. ' One, Andrea Varrichio, 
was a Ph.D candidate in Spanish. Two others were 
undergraduates, David Morton and John Scudder. 
Scudder, graduating at the end of the semester with 
a degree in Business Administration, told the Temple 
University 1 News : that he was ’’looking' for a career 
opportunity that Was interesting o ” .j 

What makes the CIA's recruitment drive at 
Temple significant Is that this appears to be the 
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first time the agency has publicly advertised on 
campus for the position of ’’operations officer (over- 
seas),” in other words, covert action case officers. 
According to documents released to CARAT under a 
Freedom of Information Act request, the CIA had been 
recruiting overtly on campus at least three times 
since the fall of 1979: October 31 and November 14, 
1979, and April 2, 1980 . Two of the appearances were 
at the university's career services center, and a 
third (in November 1979) was at a Minority Engineer- 
ing Student Association’s ’’Job Fair.” This concen- 
trated attention at Temple suggests a special cam- 
paign targeting Third World students for recruitment 
Into the spy organization Q 

Cancellation of the OlA's recruitment interviews 
was not announced but was discovered by the press . . 

Stories appeared in the Bui let ir/ , and on local radio 
stations and at least one ' television news program. 

Before the cancellation was discovered, CARAT 
members distributed anti-CIA leaflets to students on 
campus o The leaflet contained a spoof on the CIA's 
"employment opportunities,” of f ering ' such jobs as 
’’Assassin (CS-18-mass murder's); Censor; Drug Traffick- 
er; Pimp; Provocateur; and Wiretapper” for applicants 
fitting the following qualification:’ "Heterosexuality 
mandatory. " 

Job benefits included ’’diplomatic/military/ 
journalistic cover; tax shelters and immunity from 
IRS audit; free • company- editing of memoirs; safe 
housing; free listing in 3'Who ’ s Who in the CIA’ in - 
the Dirty Work volumes; fjree publicity in CovertAction 
and CounterSpy ; and reunipn with Temple/Penn alumnus 
Philip Cherry." 

Students were asked to contact the CIA or the , 
Reagan Transition Team in Washington, D„C» 

The CIA gave no public explanation for the can- 
cellation of its December 10 campus interviews, but. 
the Bulletin reported it fas due to fear of a protest 
demonstration. Career Seti^Ices Director George 
Cronk was also quoted as paying that a sign-up sheet 
posted in the placement center had mys teriously 
disappeared, and claimed fhat students listed were 
later contacted by telephone to discourage them from 
keeping their appointments . 

The stopping of overt CIA recruitment at Temple 
comes two and a half months after Temple’s School 
of Law banned the. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
from its Law Recruitment Day in New York City because 
the FBI violates the school’s non-discrimination 
policy regarding sexual preference . 

CARAT members . were jubilant over their victory 
but vowed to continue their investigation into 
covert activities on campus. In a December 1, 1980 
'lettef ,.to CARAT, CIA Information and Privacy ' Coordi- 
nator John Eo Bacon refused to' confirm or deny the 
existence of documents relating to any confidential 
or covert CIA connection with, or interest in 
research, recruitment or placement at Temple Univer- 
sity. CARAT plans to pursue its FOIA request and 
to call for the banning of classified research on 
the Temple campus. 
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(As the Reagan Gang attempts to revive and refurbish 
the CIA, campus recruiting is bound to increase. 

Keep LNS posted about spfook appearances and we'll 
try to get the word around.) 
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GOVERNMENT /E CONOMY 

WELCOME BACK CARTER: 

REAGANOMICS -- OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLE 

by Chris D'Onofrio and Jim Cason 
Liberation News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Ronald Reagan's election 
victory is unlikely to bring major changes to the 
American economic scene, predicts political econo- 
mist Bill Tabb. According to the Queens College 
professor, economic policy during the next four 
years under Reagan will probably end up looking 
remarkably the same -as It has the last four under 
Carter „ In a wide-ranging interview with LNS, Tabb 
went on to explain that the candidate Reagan who 
campaigned for a "change" in government is not the 
same as president-elect R.eagan 0 

There Is no question that Reagan was elected on 
a tide of votes from people who were tired of a 
disintegrating economy and afraid of what the infla- 
tionary future would hold 0 He burst on the scene 
with, talk of change and with policies that supported 
— and in turn were supported by — small business 
and wealthy individuals: a direct contrast to Carter' 
obvious sympathies with multinational corporate 
interests -. 

But as the president-elect walks through the 
White House doors, the Reagan economic game plan 
has already begun taking on an uncanny resemblance 
to Carter's — only the team will have changed, and 
even that not as dramatically as promised,, Ominously 
the Reagan "team" looks much like the corporate 
representatives who wielded power In the Nixon, 

Ford and Carter administrations 0 As candidate 
Reagan's election began to look possible, this group, 
which had previously preferred such candidates as 
John Connally and' George Bush, began to crowd onto 
the former California governor's bandwagon 0 By 
inauguration day, they had crowded out many of 
Reagan's early "New Right" supporters and taken a 
firm grip on key economic posts in the incoming . 
f administration,, 

PROMISES TO KEEP, „ . 

To see this corporate imprint more clearly, we 
need to take a closer look at Candidate Reagan's 
economic proposals and President-elect Reagan's 
suggested programs. . Although details of this plan 
were left intentionally vague, leading then-rival 
and now-vice president George Bush to brand them 
as "voodoo economics," the broad outlines are 
discernible c 

The centerpiece of the Reagan plan seemed to 
be a massive, across-the-board cut In government 
spending to lower inflation, coupled with a huge 
Increase in military expenditures 0 To achieve 
these ends, the president-elect has proposed a 
series of budget cuts, mostly in social services; 
tax cuts, mostly favorable to business; and a cut 
in government regulation of industry, mostly in 
areas like pollution control and worker safety . 

The setting for these proposals was a massive 
overhaul, of the fiscal year 1981 budget — already 
underway o Reagan pledged to cut $13 billion and 
possibly much more, and then proposed to add $25 
billion extra for defense spending . His advisors 
insisted the total level of federal spending would 
be cut to $620 billion— about $12 billion below 
what Congress has already approved. For fiscal 
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year 1982, the new president has proposed a further 
$28 billion in cuts. 

Where would these budget cuts come from? No 
one is sa3?ing for sure, although they were the most 
controversial of Candidate Reagan's proposals. There 
has been speculation that the cuts would come, from 
health programs, food stamps, the Postal Service, 
highway and rail construction. Social Security and 
student aid c 

Some of Candidate Reagan's other economic pro- 
posals, many economists maintain, directly conflict 
with his ultimate goal of cutting inflation Mili- 
tary spending, for example, has historically proven 
to be highly inflationary. 

Another anti"Inf lat ionary gesture that may not 
work is the tax cute The specific tax cut proposal 
endorsed early In the campaign was the Kemp-Roth 
bill, named for the two "New Right" Congressmen who 
sponsored it . The bill calls for a personal tax cut 
of 10 percent per year for three years and a reduc- 
tion In corporate taxes teamed with other measures 
to stimulate industry. 

g Like other Reagan measures, these tax cuts 

dearly were not tailored to deliver maximum, aid to 
the average working person . "Eighty percent of the 
benefits derived, from the Kemp-Roth bill,"’ according 
to Tabb, "will go to people with, incomes over $30, 000 . " 

The budget cuts, tax cuts and defense hikes are 
all rallying cries of the New Right that fostered 
Candidate Reagan . Similar programs in England, enacted 
3 by conservative Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
have resulted in inflation rates of over 15 percent 
and the highest rate of unemployment since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s . 

BIG DEMANDS ON THE SUPPLY SIDE 

Much of the New Right's policies and the Kemp- 
Roth Bill in particular, are staples of supply side 
economic theory — a theory that is the latest rage 
among the conservative righto Very generally, 
supply-side theory assumes that lower taxes provide 
Incentives for workers to work more and business to 
invest more, helped along by a free market economy 
with no government interference such as minimum 
wage laws or environmental regulations. Oddly 
enough, supply-siders don't see government aid to 
business such as tax write-offs or subsidization' of 
military production as interfering in the free 
market. 

BLACKS TARGETED FOR COLONIAL ECONOMY 

Among Candidate Reagan's other proposals were 
two designed to stimulate business and, the supply- 
siders hope, thereby increase employment: a change 
in the minimum wage law and the creation of "free 
trade zones . " In both cases. Black and other Third 
World communities will be the main beneficiaries or 
the main victims, depending on your point of view. 

In both cases, the only sure winners will be corpora- 
tions enjoying cuts in both wages and taxes. 

The minimum wage change would involve lowering 
the minimum for persons under 18 years of age. This 
two-tier structure would be aimed at increasing, 
employment among Black youth, now estimated as high 
as 40 percent — twice the rate for white youth of 
the same age. As such it will only further institu- 
tionalize the status of Blacks as a convenient 
"colonized" workforce right here in the DoS. One 

side effect of these proposals, however, is that 
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they will also drag down the overall wage level as 
some older workers are replaced by teenagers or 
forced to 'work for lower wages . Thus , the main 
benefits of such a program would fall, like other 
Reagan proposals, to business as it pays less to. . 
workers 0 . 

The second Reagan proposal calls for the 
creation of free trade zones in depressed areas of 
the country o Touted as a way to stimulate business 
and increase employment, the plan calls for devas- 
tated areas — such as the South Bronx of New York 
City -- to be set up as enclaves, where businesses 
would operate under all manner of wage and tax 
breaks. Like similar programs already in operation 
in the Third World, the idea is that by providing 
incentives for businesses to locate in areas with 
high unemployment , it will be possible to rebuild 
depressed local economies and in the process create 
more employment: o 

As with multinational operations in the Third 
World, Free Trade Zones will provide the multi- 
nationals with cheap resources and labor, while 
they have no obligation to return anything other 
than the benefits of low wage employment to these 
areas o That such zones may soon be set up in 
developed, countries is serious evidence both of the 
decay of the American economy and of the encroaching 
power of international business „ 

REINING IN THE SUPPLY-SIDE 

These same international capital interests, 
however, were less happy with some of the candidate's 
other, more radical supply-side proposals and are 
seeking a program which is more in line with their 
interests o 

Once a Reagan election victory seemed likely, 
the big business lobby began to gear up, as a quick 
look at the president-elect * s cabinet appointments 
confirms. David Stockman, proposed head of the 
Office of Management and Budget, is one of the few 
supply-siders nominated. The majority of the cabi- 
net is drawn from more traditional big business 
backgrounds, such as treasury secretary-designate 
Donald Regan, who comes to the job after being 
chief officer of Merril Lynch, the giant stock 
brokerage firm. Other Reagan appointees are direct- 
ly tied to the Nixon/Ford administrations : secre- 
tary of state-designate Alexander Haig (former chief 
of staff for .Nixon) and secretary of defense-desig- 
nate Caspar Weinberger (former head of Nixon's 
Office of Management and Budget) . ■ These people 
have become the principal voices for President- 
elect Reagan. 

What they have to say Is starting to sound a 
bit different, a bit less dramatic, than Candidate 
Reagan o According to Dollars and Sense , "Former 
Nixon and Ford economic advisors such as Alan 
Greenspan and Arthur Burns lobbied hard and appar- 
ently successfully for Reagan to back off from the 
exaggerated claims of the extreme supply-siders . " 
Indeed, while many! of the original supply-side pro- 
posals are still < in, place, some of the more radical 
tax and budget cuts have been balanced with the 
needs of big business and Congress, Gone is the 
real voodoo element of supply-side theory — • the 
"less is more" proposition that reduced taxes will 
yield such a dramatic increase in production and 
income that government revenues will actually 
increase. 

Reagan has always maintained that, on^e in 
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office, he would act fast to implement his policies 
and keep the faith of the American people 0 Supply- 
sider Stockman warned, in a dramatic statement 
released In early December, of an "economic Dunkirk" 
if the new president did not act fasto He called 
for the immediate declaration of an economic emergency 

Yet by early January, Regan, a new team member, 
was saying there was a "sense of urgency, not emerg- 
ency 0 " And the proposed tax cuts may be held up 
until June 1, Instead of January 1 as was originally 
proposedo 

As for the budget Reagan had hoped to have 
balanced by 1982 , the date now being talked about is 
1984 o Speaking candidly, Reagan advisors admit they 
may not be able to meet even that deadline . In his 
Senate confirmation hearings, treasury secretary- 
designate Regan spelled out some of the problems „ 

"We can balance the budget sooner than that if we 
make more cuts," but that would require "very hard 
political decisions by Congress 0 " The Reagan admini- 
stration is beginning to discover that cutting out 
"waste, fraud and abuse" won't be as easy as they 
imagined and won't yield the enormous savings they 
promised c "The whole plan for cutting the budget is 
becoming more difficult by the hour," Weinberger said 
recently o 

Many of the proposed budget cuts have since 
become political hot potatoes for Reagan. Cuts in 
Social Security — which would have saved the most 
money : — already appear unlikely. And pressure from 
special Interest groups has also strengthened Con- 
gressional determination to prevent many of the other 
cuts o 

In total, the Reagan economic plan is little 
more than a reworking of the Carter plan — a plan 
that brought the highest inflation rates since World 
War I, not enough jobs, escalating unemployment, and 
interest rates approaching 22 percent. 

But, says Tabb, there is a twist to the Reagan 
plan. Carter — who generally was in favor of pro- 
moting the interests of big business — - was often 
forced to throw token measures to his liberal sup- 
porters. In appearance, at least, it was difficult 
for Carter not to support social services. Reagan 
knows no such restraints. His conservative supporters 
will likely be disappointed by his abandonment of 
strong supply-side policies, but they will be all 
too happy to see social programs cut drastically. 

"While Carter had to maintain his support by 
watching his left," Tabb said, "Reagan will have to 
watch his right." Groups like the Moral Majority 
"are going to be angry because Reagan is not as far 
to the right as they want. He is going to have to 
listen to them." Concessions made by the president- 
elect to keep his New Right support, in Tabb's opin- 
ion, will come in the form of changes in government 
social policy. These changes could mean a disinteg- 
ration of civil liberties, of equal rights legisla- 
tion enforcement, and other more directly economic 
changes such as the free trade zones and youth mini- 
mum wage rate . 

The pressures on Reagan, Tabb maintains, could 
well mean that by 1984 the actor-turned-president 
could be in the same position as Carter in 1980. The 
partial supply-side economics, modified by special 
interest groups, could well lead to increased infla- 
tion, unemployment and stagnating economic growth. 

And the voters may be looking again for a program of 
change. "If the economy stays bad, then it can only 
(continued on inside front cover) 
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NICARAGUA 

CHANGE COMES FAST 
IN THE NICARAGUAN COUNTRYSIDE 

by Larry Boyd 

Liberation News Service 

MNAGUA, Nicaragua (LNS) — It was like a 
dream when I came over the hill and looked down 
at the farm spread out below. Shiny new metal 
roofs gleamed in the sun and I could see more 
buildings under construction. A new road wound 
up the mountainside through new groves of coffee 
plants. It was December, 1980* in the mountains 
of Matagalpa, Nicaragua, an hour by graVel road 
to town. 

The first time that I had seen the coffee 
plantation called La Estrella, was in October 
1979, only three months after the Sandinista 
guerillas had defeated the 40-year-old Somoza 
dictatorship. The coffee harvest was beginning 
and I wanted to see if the dreams of the revolu- 
tionaries were already having an effect. 

In the twilight , the misty green mountains, 
the rustic cabins and the ruins of the old manor 
house looked incredibly beautiful. But stepping 
out of the jeep into the mud, the reality became 
more apparent • The workers® families lived in 
miserable huts and barns. For the migrant coffee 
pickers it was worse - — crowded into dark, airless 
barracks, sleeping on wooden shelves, two and 
three high. 

Meeting the farm manager, Filipe, 22, an agri- 
culture student and ex-guerilla fighter, I learned 
that the farm had been nationalized only a month 
before i It was one of many that belonged to a 
crony of Somoza 9 s who fled to Miami. It had been 
many years since any change had come to La Estralla. 
The original family sold out to the big owner and 
moved to town five years before. The roof was 
removed from the big house and it began to decay. 

In the camp kitchen, the women worked 16 hours 
a day, preparing and serving three meals of rice, 
beans and tortillas. _ There were no plates or 
tableware, and benches for only about fifteen 
workers^ most ate with their: hands while standing 
in the mud. The malnourished children wandered 
about until they were old enough to join their 
parents in the harvest. The wages were less than 
$3.00 a day. On payday, 90 percent signed their 
pay receipts with a thumbprint. Medical care, 
even a first-aid kit was nonexistent. Schools 
were unheard of. 

La Estrella had been in the backwaters of the 
insurrection* Few had any idea what the revolu- 
tion would mean, other than a new boss. The peo- 
ple were enthusiastic about the revolution but 
skeptical too. Like country people everywhere, 
they watch the seasons pass while the land and 
life remain much the same. 

But the changes made at La Estrella are no- 
thing less than revolutionary;, Descending the hill, 
I was greeted by a wiry young peasant, one of the 
elected representatives of their union, the Farm- 
workers Association. Patricio proudly showed me 
the improvements being made. ' 

A new kitchen had been built, with a chimney 


and tables for 100 workers. Nearby stood new bar- 
racks, well lit and ventilated, a dozen outhouses, 
a sediment pond to stop the water pollution of the 
coffee drying process. The old owner's house had 
a new roof and fresh paint. But it did not house a 
new boss. Instead, it provided space for a primary 
school, an infirmary, and the plantation office. 

The teacher, a volunteer from Cuba, had 36 students, 
and a full-time nurse held clinic daily. A new of- 
fice was almost finished. When it is completed, a 
day-care center for workers' children will take over 
the space in the former owner's house that now serves 
as an office. After the coffee harvest, they plan 
to build 30 new houses with lights, water and con- 
crete floors. 

In the office, I found Filipe and he told me of 
the past year. "We made a mountain of errors." But, 
he continued, he's learned a lot and doesn't expect 
to make the same mistakes twice. 

One of the first tasks was to convince the 
workers that the revolution wasn't going to mean 
less work and more pay but that now they would all 
share in the benefits of their work. That was dif- 
ficult at first, when only small changes could be 
made*' Now there is a production council, which works 
like a town council, handling problems from school 
attendance to labor disputes. 5 Representatives of the 
Farmworkers Association for the 10 surrounding plan- 
tations meet regularly, too. 

The national, literacy campaign activated many 
people. Twelve literacy teachers came and many of 
the workers enrolled in the classes. They began 
to learn to read, can now sign their pay receipts 
with a name rather than a thumbprint, and talked 
about and studied local and national affairs. 

In addition to the social improvements, the 
plantation workers expect to plant several hundred 
acres of new coffee and improve access roads. That, 
combined with greater yields through better farming 
will triple the present output. 

The progress of the agricultural reform is 
critical for Nicaragua. Agricultural products ac- 
count for 75 percent of exports and 70 percent of 
employment. The government, throughhthe Agricultural 
Reform Institute (INRA), directly controls 25 percent 
of the cultivable land, and influences development 
throughout the country. Loans at reasonable inter- 
est are available for all producers. Funds from the 
International Development Bank financed many of the 
improvements. Technical assistance and cooperatives 
help the small and medium producers. 

The changes have brought problems as well. Not 
all public farms run as smoothly as La Estrella. 

Pedro Rigby, Farmworkers' grievance secretary In 
Matagalpa, recently complained of bad treatment and 
poor food on some INRA properties, saying that INRA 
Is "irresponsibly confident" in many administrators. 
He called on the Labor Ministry to send an impartial 
investigator. 

On the other hand, many small farmers are get- 
ting a better deal and no longer supplement their 
income by working on the plantations. This has led 
to a labor shortage. The private farms are not 
making the improvements that the publicly owned ones 
are, and the workers are organizing to make demands. 
Harvest Committees with representatives from govern- 
ment agencies, the unions, and the private producers 
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have been formed to coordinate transport and labor; 
But many big growers* fearing the rising militancy 
of the farmworkers* are selling what they can and 
trying to milk the final profits before abandoning 
their land; Edgardo Garcia* general secretary of 
the Farmworkers Association* declared* "We are 
warning those owners who have abandoned now* so 
later they will not come and say we are occupying 
their property; We are applying these measures 
right now to guarantee production*" 

The Nicaraguan revolution will find its suc- 
cess or failure in the countryside; Reports stres- 
sing the conflicts between the rich businessmen’s 
groups and the government* or echoing the worries 
of the urban middle-class do not reflect the dom- 
inant reality in Nicaragua; The Sand inis t a flag 
and the national flag continue to fly side by 
side in the poor barrios of the cities and over: 
the huts of the peasants. For them this is the 
first government to do anything for them* If the 
new government can continue this progress the 
revolution will thrive* 

-30- 


GUATEMALA 

INTERVIEW WITH MIGUEL ANGEL ARB IZURES * 
GUATEMALEAN TRADE UNION LEADER 

MANAGUA* Nicaragua (APIA/LNS) — (Editor’s 
notes Guatemala* a mountainous Central American 
nation of 6*400*000 is no longer the tourist mecca 
it once was* because of the violence that has en- 
veloped it 8 In the past travelers came for the 
pleasant climate, beautiful scenery and the color- 
ful handicrafts* Even that fi&li of the population 
that follow the Indian traditions are emerging from 
isolation to join with the majority of Guatemalans 
who want, change* Political and social changes are 
necessary in a country where two percent of the 
population own 70 percent of the good land and the 
poor are as miserable as the poor of Bangladesh or 
Haiti. 

The government of General Romeo Lucas Garcia 
speaks to the people with press releases and death* 
Execution squads made up of plainclothes police 
and soldiers kill with impunity anyone who opposes 
the regime; In the first ten months of 1980, 3*617 
bodies were collected from roadsides by the Red 
Cross and fire departments. Thousands more have 
been taken away* never to be seen again. 

In rural areas the army conducts search and 
destroy missions* bombing villages and murdering 
peasants* trying to stem the growing support the 
armed guerrilla groups are gaining throughout the 
country* 

In the cities* the labor unions and the univer- 
sities are the main targets* Hundreds of students 
and at least one hundred professors are among this 
year * s victims* Many departments and branches of 
the National University of San Carlos are in dis- 
array because of the number of professors that have 
fled the country* Dozens of students were wounded 
and at .least 10 killed in a machine-gun attack at 
a bus stop in front of the administration building 
on July 14* 1980. 

Labor organizations have felt the official 
terrorism as well* The capital cit ty headquarters 


of the National Confederation of Workers (CNT) was 
raided on June 21, 1980 by scores of plainclothes 
paramilitary operatives* capturing 27 union leaders* 
On August 17 a secluded retreat belonging to a 
Guatemalan bishop was raided and 17 more union 
leaders meeting there werev carried away* None of 
these people have been seen alive since. 

Despite this repression, brave Guatemalans 
continue to fight against the dictatorship. Oppo- 
sition groups continue to grow* ranging from com- 
munity associations to armed guerrillas. 

The United States has had a long* friendly 
relationship with Guatemala since the CIA-sponspred 
coup in 1954 that brought down an elected leftist 
government and ushered in a continuing dictatorship 0 
The Carter administration pressured the regime to 
make reforms which led to cooler relations* Ronald 
Reagan is expected to renew America’s frienddhips 
with Latin American dictators* 

Recently* our reporter spoke with Miguel Angel 
Arbizures* a leader in the CNT. At 36* the self- 
educated former factory worker is also a member of 
the Coordinator for Labor Unity of Latin America.) 

ARE THE KILLINGS DIRECTED AT MEMBERS OF CERTAIN 
ORGANIZATIONS, OR -AGAINST INTELLECTUALS IN GENERAL? 

Mainly at those who are long time militants* 
but lately it appears to be directed at the institu- 
tions as a whole* The massacre on July 14* is seen 
as an attack against the University for coming out 
in favor of the peoples’ struggles. This has led to 
a growing consciousness in the students* and closer 
cooperation with the workers and peasants organiza- 
t ions . 

WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS REPRESSION? 
COULD THE TRADITIONALLY PACIFIST SECTORS BE DRIVEN 
TO TAKE PART IN THE ARMED STRUGGLE? 

It is the government’s strategy to persecute 
and destroy any organization that is democratic and 
has popular support* This is to try to create a ter- 
ror that will immobilize the pteople of Guatemala. 

But they have not succeeded* and the reply is more 
organization* not only in the workers, peasants and 
students, but also in the communities and all the 
democratic sectors of the country. New forms of 
struggle have been adopted, including barricades* 
strikes* work stoppages as well as fights for im- 
mediate gains. 

The strategy of the peoples’ movement is to 
struggle on all fronts* showing a high degree of 
organization. There is coordination among the 
revolutionary organizations; This unity is going to 
guarantee the victory of our revolution. 

DO THE GUERRILLA GROUPS COUNT ON THE BACKING OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC FRONT AGAINST REPRESSION? 

We shouldn’t say backing, but there: exists com- 
mon objectives in the struggle for national libera- 
tion; the overthrow of the dictatorship* and the 
creation of a revolutionary democratic government 
with popular support. Political organizations* 
labor unions and guerrillas, we all agree on this. 

IS THERE A UNIFIED POLITICAL-MILITARY DIRECTORATE? 

Our various positions have been exressed and 
there is cooperation* but we don’t know if we are 
going to form a joint directorate at this time. On 
October 20* the Guatemalan Workers Party* the Party 
of the Rebel Armed Forces* the Revolutionary Organ!- 
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zation of the People in Arms, and the Guerrilla 
Army of the Poor issued a joint statement calling 
for unity to confront the government and the oli- 
garchs with intelligent organized self-defense, 
using all means available. Since there are no 
possibilities for dialogue or election, the people 
must seek another way. A state of war exists. 

There are constant confrontations with the arjjy. 
There is no other road but to defend ourselves 
and attack. 

WHAT IS THE LONG -TERM PLAN? 

Over the long run, it is to promote a general 
uprising. There aren't any other alternatives. 

But the insurrection will have to wait for the 
most opportune moment and that will be the result 
of a thorough analysis of the situation in Guate- 
mala. We think that the popular movement and the 
democratic political parties, specifically the 
Social Democratic Party and the United Revolu- 
tionary Front, are ready to move forward and join 
in the creation of a broad political front that 
will be able to respond effectively to the regime. 
We don't believe that this is the best moment 
to prepare for insurrection not to talk about a 
general strike, 

WHAT IS THE RELATION BETWEEN THE STRUGGLE IN EL 
SALVADOR AND IN GUATEMALA AND HOW DO THEY COMPARE? 

We thinjc that the level of struggle in El 
Salvador is much higher, but on the level of or- 
ganizing movements it is more or less the same. 
Don't forget the accumulated experience of the 
movement here, such as the guerrilla forces that 
began in I960.- Our struggles are inseparable; 
the developments in the city and the countryside 
here have distracted the repressive forces and 
impeded at least temporarily the formation of a 
joint military command between Guatemala, El Sal- 
vador and Honduras. This contributes to both our 
revolutions. Along with this we can't forget that 
more than 3,000 of Somoza's Nicaraguan National 
Guard are here £o fight against the revolution, 
as well as the presence of U.S. Marines in El 
Salvador. 

Our two revolutions are strengthened by the 
revolutionary process that is developing in Nicar- 
agua and we do not feel isolated. 

WITH THE ELECTION OF RONALD R’EAGAN THERE IS A 
GROWING POSSIBILITY OF U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTION 
IN GUATEMALA AND EL SALVADOR. ARE PEOPLE AWARE 
OF THIS AND READY TO OPPOSE IT? 

Undoubtedly the victory of Reagan was a joy- 
ful moment for the reactionaries, but this won't 
effect our struggles. On the contrary, it will 
make for a better unity that will allow us to 
face the new situation. Their problem is that 
they won't be able to resolve the situation with 
reforms nor by increasing the repression, because 
the revolutionary forces are also looking for 
unity and a winning strategy. 

-30- 

(This interview was provided by Agencxa 

Periodistica de Informacion Alternativa, an al- 
ternative news service based in Mexico and Managua, 
Nicaragua. As guerrillas in El Salvador press 
ahead with their "final offensive" and the struggle 
intensifies in Guatemala, LNS will be running 
regular contributions from APIA.) 
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DRAFT REGISTRATION —PART TWO 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The second round of registra- 
tion for the draft began on Monday, January 5, amid 
nationwide protests and counseling efforts by a wide 
variety of organizations. Although the constitu- 
tionality of an all-male draft is still to be deter- 
mined by the Supreme Court later this year, men born 
in 1962 were required to sign up during the first 
week of January. The tenth was the final day of the 
effort to register 19 and 20 year olds en masse. 

High school counselors have been requested by the 
Selective Service System (SSS) to notify students 
that they are now required to fill out registration 
forms within 30 days of their eighteenth birthday. 

Monday, the first day of registration was met 
in New York City with a demonstration of 500 to 600 
people. The protesters gathered at the General Post 
Office, then marched to the Times Square Recruiting 
Station. According to Tom Deluca of the Coalition 
Against Conscription, about 35 people were arrested. 
Most were charged with disorderly conduct, some with 
the additional charge of resisting arrest. Most were 
released with citations, but two men were charged 
with assault of a police officer. Witnesses said 
that the men, both non-white, did: not assault anyone, 
but were themselves roughed up by police. Three women 
were also kept overnight for refusing part of the 
booking process, "The rest of the week, we’re en- 
couraging decentralized action/' said Ed Hedemann of 
the War Resisters League (WRL) . This included leaf- 
letting at post offices and counseling the young men 
on their options. 

Hedemann said that "Resistance may be even better 
than last summer’s," and cited several reasons why. 
Potential registrants saw that no action was taken 
against those who did not register last summer, they 
were encouraged by the large number of people who did 
not register, and there was considerably less pub- 
licity about this registration than the last one. 

Even some postal officials were uninformed. "We had 
one person go out to Rockefeller Center Post Office 
on Monday," said Hedemann. "People there didn’t 
even know they were supposed to do registration." 

The lack of publicity seemed to have the same 
effect in Chicago; "It's really slow in this office," 
said Carla Askonas of the Mid -West Center for Military 
Counseling. "Everyone is quietly registering without 
consulting anyone, or no one is registering." 

Askonas thought that the letter possibility was more 
likely. On Monday, a few people were arrested for 
sitting in at a Chicago post office. But, "This time 
around, all the groups are much more fragmented. In- 
dividual groups are picketing or offering counseling." 

A great deal of anti-registration activity oc- 
curred in Boston. One rally was held the Saturday 
before registration. At another rally which took 
place on Monday, 22 people were arrested. A group 
called Veterans Against Foreign Wars first picketed, 
then attempted to barricade a post office with Christ- 
mas trees on Tuesday. Other demonstrations and leaf- 
letting continued throughout the week. 

In the San Francisco area, protesters were ar- 
rested at two separate demonstrations. One of those 
arrested was Pat Sweeney of the War Resisters League. 
During the women's action in which she participated, 
the recruiting station that was targeted was closed 
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down for two and a half hours. "We threw red paint 
on the walls and handcuffed ourselves to the door," 
Sweeney told LNS. Sweeney also believed that, the 
turnout of registrants was "much less than last 
summer. Not many people are coming to the post : 
offices. There has not been much publicity. It 
wasn’t even publicized in the schools." But com- 
pared to. last summer, protests have also been 
"real low-key." Protesters , concentrated to a 

A greater-*’ exj^nf, on education. - . ‘ - 

.A* a 71 -' '! kt *, > n, ( > i ••• 

This same emphasis on education was made in 
Colorado. "In December, we sent out 30,000 letters 
to young men in Colorado," said Eric Wright of the 
American Friends Service Committee. "In the letter 
were listed options about registration." Public 
meetings, counseling, and draft hot-lines have also 
been made available. Wright believed that the 
turnout of registrants was about the same as last 
summer. His belief was shared by Bill Roe of the 
San Diego chapter of the Committee Against Regis- 
tration and the Draft (CARD) . "The response of 
people is a little different, they are a little 
bit more afraid to hear arguments against registra- 
tion," Roe said. 

Although many people were quietly not regis- 
tering, others have gone publec about their resist^ 
■ ance. New Yorker Matt Meyer has been vocal about 
his refusal to register. "I think it’s important 
that some go public to encourage others," Meyer 
told LNS. "What I'm doing I believe is morally 
correct. Going to jail is not as great a penalty 
as going to war. I don't want to be a martyr," 
Meyer said, but he added that it would be prefer- 
. able to being a soldier. 

Although President-elect Ronald Reagan had 
previously stated that he is opposed to a peace- 
time draft, it is unclear whether he will order a 
halt to registration or move to dismantle the SSS. 
Hedemann of the WRL said, "Our attitude is wait 
and see." 

Joan Lamb, a spokesperson for the SSS said, 
"Everything is going smoothly." She said that the 
SSS felt that publicity had been adequate, and the 
percentage of those complying with the registra- 
tion law should be the same as that of last summer. 
The SSS claimed that during the summer, 95 percent 
of those eligible did register. Anti-draft groups 
call those figurss grossly inflated. According to 
David Rossinger of Atlanta CARD, "In Atlanta, we 
came up with a 40 percent non-registration figure." 
He said that CARD expected that same percentage 
or higher for this registration period. Others 
feel that compliance will be greater than before. 

Larry Spears of the Central Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors (CCCO) said, in his opin- 
ion, the opposition to registration in January was 
not as widespread as in the summer. "People are 
getting used to the idea of registration," Spears 
said. The Selective Service will release its 
official tally for January's registration effort 
in February. 
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gOVERNMENT/RIGHT-WING 

REAGAN TAPS "IRON LADY" FOR U.N. POST 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Jean Kirkpatrick, or "the pro- 
South Africa Iron Lady," as she has been called by 
a liberal South African paper for her unbending sup- 
port of the apartheid regime, is to be the Ambassador 
to the United Nations as well as the sole woman and 
"Democrat j.n the newly- appoint ed^Rg agan |cabri^t, . 

The high ‘visibility position will give ‘ICl^ttpafcrick 
a major role in defining the diplomatic sty lb of the 
incoming administration.' * -f.. ’ 1 ' ! 

Daughter of a wealthy oil wildcatter from 
Oklahoma, Kirpatrick has recently taught at Washing- 
ton's Georgetown University, and is a resident scholar 
of the American Enterprise Institute, a right-wing 
political "think-tank" in Washington, D.C. But it 
was an article in the November 1979 issue of Commen- 
tary magazine that first cought the eye of one of 
Reagan's advisers. 

Kirkpatrick's article won praise from Reagan 
himself for sharply criticizing Carter's foreign 
policy which she wrote embodies "a posture of con- 
tinuous self-abasement and apology vis-a-vis the 
Third World." Kirkpatrick advocates what she called 
a "realistic" policy which aims to protect U.S. in- 
terests abroad. The articlq 1 specifically condemns 
Carter's adherence to the U^N. embargo on arms sales 
to South Africa and his recognition of the revolu- 
tionary government in Nicaragua. 

V' ■ ' ■ 

In this essay, entitled "Dictatorships and 
Double Standards," Kirkpatrick endorsed, the former 
Shah of Iran as a "moderate . " 

Since her vigorous involvement in the campaign 
to elect Reagan, Kirkpatrick has appeared on a number 
of television talk shows to push for what she be- 
lieves would be a step in the right direction toward 
a more ’’appropriate' 1 foreign policy — an immediate 
increase in the number of arms shipments to the 
repressive regime that has overseen the slaughter of 
more than 10,000 people in El Salvador in the last 
year. 

-30- 

(In our inauguration week packet* to be mailed 
out January 23, LNS will publish a r^n-down of the 
backgrounds and views of all of Reagan's cabinet 
appointees and key advisors. Look for it.) 


LABOR 

ILWU WON’T AID EL SALVADOR’S MURDEROUS MILITARY 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Dock workers in over 30 
West Coast ports do not want the blood of innocent 
people on their hands — they are refusing to 
handle any more shipments of arms bound for El Sal- 
vador and its repressive military government. 

James Herman, President of the International 
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union ( ILWU ) an- 
nounced "We take this step in order to wxpress our 
profound revulsion at the reign of terror which has 
been imposed upon the people of El Salvador by 
their government." 

The embargo extends from British Columbia to 
San Diego and covers supplies for both the army and 
police force. 
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Approximately 300 protesters marched to the 
Times Square Recruiting Station in New York. 

City on January 5, the first day of draft 
registration for men born in 1962. About 
35 people were arrested when they attempted 
to close down the station. 
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Mural on a wall at the National University 
of Guatemala. 

CREDIT* Larry Boyd/LNS 
SEE STORY P. 8 
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Students and teacher in the new school at 
La Estrella. 

CREDITS Larry Bc^d/LNS 
SEE STORY P. 7 
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Kibile troopers, members of the Guatemalan Army. 
CREDIT* Larry Boyd/LNS 
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Worker rides past new dormitory at La Estrella. 
CREDITS Larry Boyd/LNS 
SEE STORY P. 7 
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